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COMMITMENT OF FEEBLE-MINDED 



sable service at home. This communication is a translation of a letter 
from Dr. Cadalso, Director of Prison Inspection in Spain. Dr. 
Cadalso is speaking of his recent work in the University of Chicago, 
presumably in Professor Henderson's class-room, and of his observa- 
tions in our country. He says : 

"My work in that University and my journeys through that 
great continent are now translating themselves into reforms here in 
Spain. 

"The government entrusted me with the drafting of a law on 
conditional liberty which the courts approved and which today is 
being applied with great efficiency and with satisfactory results for 
the detained and for penal reform in my country. * * * 

"The present Head of the Government, who is at the same time 
Minister of Pardons and Justice, ordered me to draft a decree which 
he has published in the same form in which I presented it to him, 
creating a reformatory for adults, which, I believe, ought also to 
give good results. This decree is being printed in a separate pam- 
phlet and it will give me great pleasure to send you a copy within 
a few days. 

"I trust that the principal chapters of my book, 'Penitentiary 
Institutions in the United States,' will change and reform Spain. 
You see, I have a very high regard for the things I learned in your 
nation." 

In his comment upon this letter Professor Henderson character- 
istically requested that certain phrases contained in it that were com- 
plimentary to himself personally, be not published and added that 
while some in our country would gladly remain in, or return to a 
state of mediaevalism in matters relating to penology, Spain, as 
rapidly as possible, "is approaching our enviable position in 
America." Robert H. Gault. 



THE COMMITMENT OP FEEBLE-MINDED IN ILLINOIS. 



A bill providing for the commitment and care of feeble-minded, 
juveniles and adults, in the State of Illinois, is now before the legis- 
lature. The full text of the bill, together with an introductory state- 
ment concerning it, may be found in this number at page 115. The 
bill is the outgrowth of the labors of a committee appointed last 
winter by President MeOorinick of the Cook County Board of Com- 
missioners to investigate and report on the situation in this State. 
The bill, we understand, is approved by Judge Olson of the Chicago 
Municipal Court, by the Juvenile Court, the probation officers, the 
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State Charities Commission and other organizations. It should receive 
favorable consideration. 

We have been most interested until recently in the juvenile feeble- 
minded, and the present law in Illinois makes the irrational provision 
that only juveniles may be admitted to our only State School and 
Colony for Feeble-Minded — the one at Lincoln. Since the opening of 
the Psychopathic Laboratory in the Municipal Court, however, Dr. 
Hickson, the Director of the Laboratory, has been directing attention 
to the fact that among those juvenile-adults sent to the laboratory 
from the Boys ' Court, and among adults as well from other branches 
of the Chicago Municipal Court, there is a very large percentage of 
feeble-minded delinquents. Judge Olson's article in the present 
number emphasizes this. It is imperative that some such legislation 
as that proposed be secured. The State is doing nothing for adequate 
social protection against this group, and it is only a drop in the bucket 
that we are contributing toward protection against the juvenile feeble- 
minded. 

Our juvenile-adult and our adult subnormal delinquents we com- 
mit to penal institutions: to the Chicago House of Correction — e. g., 
where many of them who were not examined in the laboratory in the 
Municipal Court, are discovered in the Psychological laboratory that 
Superintendent Whitman has been wise enough to have provided for 
that institution. Dr. Kohs, the Director of the House of Correction 
laboratory, is making a brave effort to engage these unfortunates in 
activities that will tend to develop some degree of motor skill, at any 
rate, and so to improve their chance to adapt themselves to the condi- 
tions of life. But with many of them it is a forlorn hope. They arc 
committed to the House of Correction for but a brief term and beyond 
that they cannot be detained. Detention "until cured" in a suitable 
colony is the only solution. 

And the judgment "cured" dare not be accepted from any but 
a competent psycho-medical staff. It will not do for parents and 
friends of the detained to exercise the privilege that the present law 
does not deny them, of removing their progeny or wards from an 
institution for the feeble-minded to which commitment has been made. 
The Chicago Council Committee on Crime secured some pertinent 
data on this point. Of all subnormal cases sent to the Colony at 
Lincoln, 111., by the Juvenile Court of Cook County during the three 
and a half years following January 1, 1910, almost one-half have been 
released on request. Only 20 per cent of this portion are doing satis- 
factorily. The remainder are hopeless misfits and disorderly elements 
in their several communities. Twenty-two states already make it 
impossible for parents and friends to remove their children or 
wards from an institution for the feeble-minded to which commitment 
has been made. Illinois should follow in their train. 

Robert H. Gault. 



